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WELCOME

June 8, 2026
Dear Black Feminists:

I am so delighted to welcome you to Plait/Form 2026, a Black Feminist Public Works Incubator housed at
the Rutgers Race and Gender Equity (RAGE) Lab.

Plait/Form began with a question: “What does Black feminism look like in public?” and your work is part
of the answer. I envisioned this incubator to intensively support shaping and scaling projects that
advance Black feminist ideals in one of three ways: 1) innovate on new modes and methods of
disseminating or translating Black Feminism to broad audiences, 2) connect new or underserved
communities to Black Feminism, and/or 3) center collective and inclusive approaches to doing Black
Feminism. Much like the nightly plaiting practice that has shaped so much of Black communal
intimacies, including Black women and girls’ hair care traditions, Plait/Form offers a space to
intentionally bring together the strands of thinking, teaching, and creating that anchor Black feminist
public life.

Over the next several days, you will build relationships grounded in a feminist ethic of care, be
mentored by scholars and professionals working across academic, media, and publishing institutions,
and deepen your engagement with a Black feminist politic. This incubator will provide a meeting place
to reflect on the forms that the braiding together of ideas might take.

The ask of you is to be fully present, lean into this opportunity, and share feedback as generously as you
receive it. Welcome!

Warmly,

O Lorp—

Brittney C. Cooper, Ph.D.

Professor

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Principal Investigator

Rutgers RAGE Lab



PROGRAM

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2026
WELCOME
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Ruth Dill Johnson Crockett Building, 1st Floor
162 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

5:00 PM Arrival and Check In

5:15 - 6:30 PM Opening Dinner, Introductions, and
Grounding

6:30 - 8:00 PM Craft Activity

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026

WHAT?

8:30 - 9:00 AM Breakfast

9:00 - 9:45 AM Morning Mindfulness and Grounding

9:45 - 11:15 AM Masterclass: Brittany Packnett
Cunningham

11:15 - 11:30 AM Break

11:30 AM - 2:00 PM Rotating Pitch Prep and Individual
Coaching

1:00 - 2:00 PM Lunch

2:00 - 3:30 PM Masterclass: Brittney Cooper
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3:30 - 3:45 PM Break

3:45 - 4:45 PM Group Coaching
4:45 - 5:00 PM Mindful Closing
5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2026

HOW?
8:30 - 9:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 - 9:15 AM Morning Mindfulness and Grounding
9:15 - 10:15 AM Pitch Prep
10:15 - 11:15 AM Masterclass: Tanya McKinnon
11:15 - 11:30 AM Break
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Masterclass: Jamia Wilson
12:30 - 1:45 PM Lunch and Talk Back
1:45 - 3:30 PM Masterclass: Monique Couvson
3:30 - 3:45 PM Break
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3:45 - 4:15 PM Talkback with coaches and facilitators
4:15 - 5:30 PM Final Pitch Prep
5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026
DO! PITCH/PROJECT PLAN
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO NEXT?

8:30 - 9:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 - 9:30 AM Project I
9:30 - 10:00 AM Project 1I
10:00 - 10:30 AM Project III
10:30 - 10:45 AM Break
10:45 - 11:15 AM Project IV
11:15 - 11:45 AM Project V
11:45 AM - 12:15 PM Project VI
12:15 - 1:15 PM Lunch
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1:15 - 1:45 PM Project VII

1:45 - 2:15 PM Project VIII

2:15 - 2:45 PM Project IX

2:45 - 3:00 PM Break

3:00 - 3:30 PM Project X

3:30 - 4:00 PM Project XI

4:00 - 5:00 PM Group Talkback

5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner and happy hour

Plait/Form
A RAGE LAB Black Feminist
Public Works Incubator



COHORT

PARTICIPANTS

Kay Coghill is an educator and organizer whose research focuses on
digital misogynoir. They are the Community Safety and Support
Steward for Blacksky Algorithms, and they also serve as the Associate
Director of the Black Girlhood Fellowship and Board member at Justice
For Black Girls.

Plait/Form Project: Black Girls Dream in Public

Black Girls Dream in Public is a collective digital storytelling and public
scholarship project that centers Black girls and gender-expansive youth
as creators of knowledge about mental health, belonging, and thriving.

Through participatory workshops, participants engage in storytelling,

=

photovoice, and collaborative media-making to reflect on their lived experiences and shape narratives on their
own terms. The project will produce a digital storytelling campaign alongside a practical toolkit for educators,
counselors, and community leaders. Grounded in Black feminist thought, this work amplifies youth voice,
challenges deficit narratives, and offers accessible, culturally responsive approaches to supporting Black girls’
wellbeing in schools and communities.

Ibriana Garvey, MPH, is a public health professional advancing Black
women's reproductive health and sexual wellness. Using a social and
behavioral lens, she identifies systemic drivers of health disparities to
inform equitable interventions. She holds a Master’s of Public Health
from Temple University and a Bachelor of Science from Penn State
University.

Plait/Form Project: Consumable Bodies: The Scent of Black Womanhood
Consumable Bodies is an immersive, sensory, and digital project

examining how Black women’s bodies are judged, disciplined, and made
desirable through scent. Moving beyond basic ideas of hygiene, it

explores how smell shapes perceptions of cleanliness, desirability, and
social value.
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Grounded in research on olfactory misogynoir, the project asks: What does a Black female body have to smell like
to be acceptable—and who decides? Conceptualized as an interactive exhibit, Consumable Bodies will use scent-
based encounters, storytelling, and community voices to reveal how these expectations are created, enforced,
and lived, inviting audiences to rethink how bodies are experienced through smell.

Wendasha Jenkins Hall, PhD, is an Atlanta-based sexuality researcher,
educator, and public scholar with over two decades of experience in
sexual health. Her work examines how history, culture, and popular
media shape understandings of Black women’s bodies, sexuality, and
wellbeing through pleasure-centered, intersectional frameworks
grounded in Black feminist thought.

Plait/Form Project: Consumable Bodies: The Scent of Black Womanhood

Consumable Bodies is an immersive, sensory, and digital project
examining how Black women’s bodies are judged, disciplined, and made
desirable through scent. Moving beyond basic ideas of hygiene, it
explores how smell shapes perceptions of cleanliness, desirability, and

social value. Grounded in research on olfactory misogynoir, the project asks: What does a Black female body
have to smell like to be acceptable—and who decides? Conceptualized as an interactive exhibit, Consumable
Bodies will use scent-based encounters, storytelling, and community voices to reveal how these expectations are
created, enforced, and lived, inviting audiences to rethink how bodies are experienced through smell.

Plait/Form
A RAGE LAB Black Feminist
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Morgan Holloman is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis
where she studied African/African American Studies. She’s the founder of
Black Girls Know/Black Girlhood Archive. As an archivist, full-spectrum
doula and a mother of three Black girls, her work centers the liberation
and safety of Black girls. Black girlhood today.

Plait/Form Project: The Black Girlhood Archive (Black Girls Know Best)

The Black Girlhood Archive is a living repository dedicated to
documenting, preserving, and interpreting the experiences of Black girls.
Our work centers the social, cultural, contemporary, and historical
dimensions of Black girlhood, recognizing that Black girls have shaped
and continue to shape their communities, culture, and history.

The archive gathers stories, artifacts, media, oral histories, and cultural productions that reflect the breadth of
Black girl life across time and place. It functions as a scholarly and community-centered project, bridging
research, storytelling, and public knowledge production. The work challenges erasure, expands historical
narratives, and affirms Black girlhood intellectual, cultural, and political significance.

Krystal Hope

A first-generation Afro-Guyanese American rose from the concrete of
New York City. Hope is a subversive, pro-Black feminist who experiments
at the intersections of cultures to identify opportunities for collective
liberation. She critiques homogeneity and promotes subaltern
representation in media. Service to the community keeps her grounded
in the work.

Plait/Form Project: To Be Seen & Heard
“Black August: To Be Seen & Heard,” utilizes digital multimedia tools,

texts, and archival materials to honor and explore the contributions of
Black women during the era of the Black Panther Party.
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Kelli King-Jackson, a Certified Professional Coach and philanthropic
advisor, leads a social impact firm that specializes in leadership coaching.
Her extensive coaching experience includes over 900 hours with Black
women and femmes in predominantly white environments. A former
foundation executive, she is also the co-founder of the Bayou Collective, a
giving circle that invests in Black-led organizations in Houston.
Additionally, she co-hosts the This Womanist Work podcast, where she
explores politics, faith, and community through a womanist lens.

Plait/Form Project: This Womanist Work Podcast

This Womanist Work is a podcast for Black women doing the slow;
necessary work of getting free. Hosted by Dr. Kendra Janelle Ross and

Kelli King-Jackson, the show explores the intersections of faith, politics, pop culture, and womanist thought
through the intimacy of a decades-long friendship. Across 29 episodes, guests have included hip hop womanist
EbonyJanice, CNN political commentator Ashley Allison, and the co-founders of ExodUS Summit. At Plait/Form,
we are asking how to deepen the Black feminist framework at the heart of our work and expand it into
programming, writing, and community events that reach the women who need it most.

Desiree McCray, an author-poet-theologian, is doctoral candidate in
Creative Writing and Public Theology at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. As the founding editor of DJELI Journal, a transnational Black
womanist publication, her scholarship theorizes Black women’s grief and
activism. Recently, she completed, “Prodigal: A Black Boy’s Parable,” a
womanist midrash YA novel.

Plait/Form Project: DJELI Journal: A Transnational Black Womanist
Literary Institution

DJELI Journal: A Transnational Black Womanist Literary Institution
publishes creative and critical work centering Black women’s voices
globally.
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As founding Editor-in-Chief, Desiree curates poetry, fiction, essays, and visual art that refuse marginalization and
assert Black women’s intellectual and creative authority. Through DJELI she is building sustainable
infrastructure for Black womanist storytelling across borders—creating not just a publication, but an institution
that archives, amplifies, and advances Black feminist futures. At Plait/Form, she seeks guidance on expanding
DJELI’s reach, developing editorial frameworks rooted in womanist praxis, and positioning the journal as
essential public scholarship that bridges academy, art, and activism.

Nicole Moore is a writer, activist, and the CEO /Founder of Moore
Projects, where her work percolates at the intersections of culture
change and community building. She’s the founder of Black Harlem
Lives, a social impact storytelling campaign. Her writing has been
published in HuffPost, Essence, and The Root. Nicole's latest project is
BCKBONE, a zine that encourages Black women to be bold.

Plait/Form Project: BCKBONE-- Zine & Anthology

Moved by the shocking death-by-suicide of Dr. Antoinette Candia-Bailey,
a highly accomplished faculty member at the University of Missouri,
Nicole created BCKBONE in February 2024 for Black women and femmes
subjected to bullying and retaliation at work and at home. BCKBONE
serves as a reminder that even, and maybe especially, in dark times we are our own best things. It connects

women who may never have encountered Black feminism by name to its most essential truths: that we are
worthy, that our healing matters, that our joy is a form of resistance. Distributed at laundromats, beauty salons,
and on the streets, this zine disrupts traditional models of how Black feminist ideas reach people. The second
issue of BCKBONE dropped in March and we are looking to scale up distribution and create an anthology

Plait/Form
A RAGE LAB Black Feminist
Public Works Incubator
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Della V. Mosley

Black feminist healing wisdoms are transforming lives, and Dr. Della V.
Mosley has spent twenty years expanding who gets to experience that.
Scholar, healer, curator, and community organizer, they specialize in
racial trauma and community-based healing, build ecosystems, train
healers, and are bringing innagrs, a traveling Black feminist sanctuary,
to life.

Plait/Form Project: innagrs

innagrs scales the healing circle. Curated by liberation psychologist

Dr. Della V. Mosley, it reimagines this intimate, proven form as a traveling festival-style gathering for the broader
Black community, rooted in Black feminisms and trauma healing frameworks that center the flourishing of Black
women, gender expansive, and queer folks. Attendees come for the day party, the open mic, the music, and the
community. The healing meets them there, moving through every corner of the experience and resourcing them
beyond it. Luxe in feel, accessible in price, and built to tour nationally, innagrs is a new infrastructure for Black
collective care.

Kendra Janelle Ross, PhD, is a Pittsburgh-based Black feminist scholar,
award-winning musical artist, and social impact executive whose work
sits at the intersection of cultural production and liberation. She is Head
of Purpose & Experiences at Duolingo, a Partner at ACT3 Consulting
Partners, and co-host of This Womanist Work podcast.

Plait/Form Project: This Womanist Work Podcast

This Womanist Work is a podcast for Black women doing the slow,
necessary work of getting free. Hosted by Dr. Kendra Janelle Ross and
Kelli King-Jackson, the show explores the intersections of faith, politics,
pop culture, and womanist thought through the intimacy of a decades-

long friendship.



COHORT

PARTICIPANTS

Across 29 episodes, guests have included hip hop womanist EbonyJanice, CNN political commentator Ashley
Allison, and the co-founders of ExodUS Summit. At Plait/Form, we are asking how to deepen the Black feminist
framework at the heart of our work and expand it into programming, writing, and community events that reach
the women who need it most.

NY native, Barrett Rosser is a daughter, seeker, lover, and poet. She is
currently an Assistant Professor of Teacher Education and Professional
Development at Morgan State University in Baltimore, Maryland. Her
research interests include Black feminist epistemologies, including
Black girlhood and Black girls’ literacies, and practitioner research.

Plait/Form Project: The Black Girls’ Literacies Project: Rendering and
Archiving Black Girls’ Literacies of Love

This project challenges hierarchies of epistemologies, primarily by
privileging Black girls’ literacies within a community of inquiry as they
draw links among Black feminist literature and expansive notions of

, texts, their knowledge and practice of love, and the possibilities for
their present and future selves in and outside of school spaces. What does it mean for girls to make their
collective knowledge visible (or invisible) through the creation of multimodal renderings and artifacts? We will
conduct inquiry group sessions with the goal of creating an archive that showcases their renderings and artifacts
for public display and sharing.

Plait/Form

A RAGE LAB Black Feminist
Public Works Incubator



COHORT

PARTICIPANTS

Shemeka Thorpe, PhD, is an award-winning sexuality educator,
researcher, and Assistant Professor at the University of Kentucky. Her
work centers Black women’s sexual well-being through sex-positive and
Black feminist frameworks. She is the CEO and Visionary of Black
Feminist Praxis, a wellness and creative hub dedicated to the praxis
pathways of knowing, dreaming, and being.

Plait/Form Project: Black Feminist Praxis

Black Feminist Praxis (BFP) is an organization Dr. Thorpe created to
bridge research, reflection, and programming that centers the
experiences of Black women and femmes. Through BFP, we develop
workshops, writing spaces, and wellness-oriented events that encourage
people to think critically about how Black feminist theory can be applied in everyday life. These offerings are
grounded in what I describe as the Praxis Pathways of knowing, being, and dreaming. Knowing refers to the
production and dissemination of research-based knowledge. Being refers to creating space for rest, reflection,
and embodiment. Dreaming refers to cultivating creativity and visionary thinking about what liberated futures
can look like. In addition, I am working on a book that serves as a guide and reflective tool for implementing
Black feminist practices in social science research.

Christina A. Tillery is a counselor educator, researcher, and national
trainer focused on Black girls’ mental health and youth voice. Grounded
in Black Feminist Thought and participatory methods, her work centers
culturally sustaining practices that support belonging, healing, and
thriving for Black youth in schools and communities.

Plait/Form Project: Black Girls Dream in Public

Black Girls Dream in Public is a collective digital storytelling and public
scholarship project that centers Black girls and gender-expansive youth
as creators of knowledge about mental health, belonging, and thriving.
Through participatory workshops, participants engage in storytelling,
photovoice, and collaborative media-making to reflect on their lived
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experiences and shape narratives on their own terms. The project will produce a digital storytelling campaign
alongside a practical toolkit for educators, counselors, and community leaders. Grounded in Black feminist
thought, this work amplifies youth voice, challenges deficit narratives, and offers accessible, culturally
responsive approaches to supporting Black girls’ wellbeing in schools and communities.

Tracee Worley is a designer who helps people practice the futures
they're building toward. She grew up Black and working-class, inside a
lineage of people who imagined freedom before they could touch it.
That taught her imagination is serious work. Through Radical Futures,
she makes that work tangible.

Plait/Form Project: Black Lady Liquidation Sale

Black women have been holding onto things we never asked for. The
expectation to be strong. The requirement to make everyone
comfortable. The 67 cents. The tone-policing. We inherited these
burdens without a receipt, and nobody offered a return policy. Until
now. The Black Lady Liquidation Sale is a speculative design project

imagining Black women collectively offloading everything patriarchy made us carry. Part dollar store, part ritual,
part relief. The project takes shape as satirical storefronts, participatory workshops, and immersive installations
where we name what we've been holding, laugh at its absurdity, and PUT IT DOWN. Everything must go!

Plait/Form

A RAGE LAB Black Feminist
Public Works Incubator



FACILITATORS

Brittney Cooper, PhD, is Professor of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies and Africana Studies at Rutgers University.

She is also the Principal Investigator for the Rutgers University RAGE
Lab. She is the author of several books including the award-winning
Beyond Respectability: The Intellectual Thought of Race Women (U of
Ilinois, 2017) and the New York Times’ bestseller Eloquent Rage: A Black
Feminist Discovers Her Superpower (St. Martin’s, 2018).
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Dr. Cooper is also an award-winning teacher, whose courses cover Black
feminist theory, Hip Hop Studies, foundations of Africana Studies and
Gender Studies, and Black women’s intellectual history. She is a public
scholar whose writing has been featured at the New York Times, Time
Magazine, Cosmopolitan, and New York Magazine’s The Cut. Her commentary has been featured on a range of
shows at MSNBC (MSNOW). And her scholarly work has been supported by the Ford Foundation, Princeton
University, the Ms. Foundation for Women, and the Mellon Foundation.
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Takiyah Nur Amin, PhD, is a scholar, strategist, and faith leader whose
work bridges Black dance studies, academic transformation, and
progressive spiritual communities.

As a dance scholar and educator, her research explores Black aesthetics,
cultural memory, and embodied knowledge across the African diaspora.
Through her consulting practice, Black Girl Brilliance, she supports
individuals and institutions in strategic planning, curricular innovation,
inclusive hiring, faculty development, and academic advancement.
Within Unitarian Universalist and progressive faith spaces, Dr. Amin is a
sought-after writer and speaker whose work fosters reflection, justice-
centered leadership, and ethical clarity at the intersection of faith,
culture, and community.
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Monica A. Coleman is John and Patricia Cochran Scholar for Inclusive
Excellence and Professor of Africana Studies at the University of
Delaware.

Coleman is the author or editor of six books including her award-winning
memoir Bipolar Faith: a Black Woman’s Journey with Depression and
Making a Way Out of No Way: a Womanist Theology, required texts at
theological schools around the country. Coleman is president of the
Society for the Study of Black Religion and the host of the Diverse
Devotions podcast about Black belief across boundaries. Coleman speaks

widely on mental wellness, grief, loss and change, and religious diversity.

Monique Couvson, Ed.D,, is an award-winning author, documentarian,
philanthropic leader, and entrepreneur with nearly four decades of
experience in the areas of education, civil rights, juvenile and criminal
justice.

Recognized by TIME as a racial justice “Closer” in 2025 and by The Root
100 as one of the nation’s most influential African Americans in 2022, Dr.
Couvson is the President and CEO of G4GC, a premier philanthropic
intermediary focused on resourcing movements and organizations that
center the wisdom and well-being of girls and gender expansive youth of
color. She is a best-selling author of seven books, including Girls,
Unlimited: How to Invest in Our Daughters with More than Money (The
New Press, 2025) and Charisma’s Turn (The New Press, 2023), which was

named by the American Library Association as of one the best graphic novels for teens. Dr. Couvson is an
Executive Producer and co-writer of the documentary film, “PUSHOUT: The Criminalization of Black Girls in
Schools,” which is based on two of Dr. Couvson’s books, Sing A Rhythm, Dance A Blues: Liberatory Education for
Black and Brown Girls (The New Press, 2019) and Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools (The New
Press, 2016). Her 2018 TED talk on how to stop the criminalization of Black girls in schools has received over 2
million views and been translated into 20 languages.
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Tanya McKinnon is the founder of McKinnon Literary, where she
represents serious nonfiction, upmarket fiction, children's books, and
graphic novels.

Several of her clients are New York Times bestsellers and the prizes they
have won include the National Book Award, The Pulitzer Prize, The
Frederick Douglass Prize, The Whiting Award, The Cundhill, The Bancroft,
The Robert F. Kennedy Book Award, The LA Times Award, Lambda Literary
Award, The MacArthur, and many others. Growing up abroad and in the
US, she graduated from Tufts University and holds an MA in cultural
anthropology. She is a member of the Beacon Press board.

Brittany Packnett Cunningham

A force at the intersection of culture, justice, and policy, Brittany
Packnett Cunningham drives transformation as the Founder and
Principal of Love & Power Works, a social impact agency catalyzing
change across industries and communities.

She currently serves as Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer of
Children’s Defense Fund, and as Host and Executive Producer of the
acclaimed UNDISTRACTED podcast, the Webby’s Best Belonging and
Inclusion podcast of 2026.

Her TED Talk, "The Revolution of Confidence," has captivated over 8
million viewers worldwide and ranks among 2019's top ten most influential talks. Her voice resonates through
the pages of New York Magazine, The Washington Post, and Cosmopolitan, with her debut book, "We Are Like
Those Who Dream: Black Women's Blueprint for a New Power," forthcoming from One World/Random House.
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Jamia Wilson is an award-winning writer, editor, speaker, and podcaster.
She is Vice President and Executive Editor at Penguin Random House and
previously directed the Feminist Press at CUNY and served as Vice
President of Programs at the Women’s Media Center.

She is the author of Make Good Trouble, This Book Is Feminist, Young,
Gifted, and Black, and other titles. She serves on the boards of the Omega
Institute, ERA Coalition, and Center for Reproductive Rights and co-hosts
the podcast Ordinary Equality. She is committed to writing and
amplifying stories that reimagine power and rewrite the rules.

Anna (Enobong) Branch, PhD, is a scholar and strategist who helps move
organizations and leaders from well-meaning to well-doing.

She previously served as the senior vice president for equity at Rutgers
University, providing strategic leadership to foster an inclusive
organizational climate. A professor of sociology, Dr. Branch’s research
explores the historical roots and contemporary underpinnings of racial
and gender inequality.

She is the author of Opportunity Denied: Limiting Black Women to
Devalued Work, the editor of Pathways, Potholes, and the Persistence of
Women in Science: Reconsidering the Pipeline, and the co-author of
Black in America: The Paradox of the Color Line and most recently,
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Work in Black and White: Striving for the American Dream.
A sought-after national expert, her public opinion pieces have appeared in the New Jersey Star-Ledger (nj.com)

and national outlets, such as Bloomberg and The Washington Post. Dr. Branch received her Ph.D. in sociology from
the University at Albany, SUNY, and her B.S. in biology from Howard University.

MINDFULNESS SPECIALIST

Joan Collier, PhD, is a higher education scholar-practitioner with a
background in student affairs administration, critical qualitative
research, and organizational effectiveness for culture, leadership
development, and inclusion.

More broadly, Joan is a full-spectrum, breath to death doula and secular
chaplain who supports wellbeing across the lifespan and lived
experience.
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