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Employment:
2019-
    Professor of English, Rutgers University

2002-19    Associate Professor of English, Rutgers University

1996-02    Assistant Professor of English, Rutgers University

1993-96    Assistant Professor, joint appointment in English and American Literature and Language, and

 
    History and Literature.  Harvard University

1992-93    Instructor, joint appointment in English and American Literature and Language, and History


    and Literature.  Harvard University
Education:
1993
PhD English and American Literature.  The Johns Hopkins University  

1988
MA English and American Literature.  The Johns Hopkins University
1985
BA/MA Cantab. English Literature.  Emmanuel College, Cambridge University
1983
BA with Highest Honors in the History of Ideas and German Literature.  Williams College
Publications:
Books:
American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-53.  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania


Press, 2003; paperback, 2007.

Chapter 3, “Circulating Media: Charles Dickens, Reprinting, and the Dislocation of
American Culture,” reprinted in The Broadview Reader in Book History, Michelle Levy and Tom Mole, eds. (Ontario, CA: Broadview Press, 2014), 439-56.

Editor, The Traffic in Poems: Nineteenth Century Poetry and Transatlantic Exchange, New Brunswick:  
Rutgers University Press, 2008.    

Editor, Taking Liberties with the Author, Selected Essays from the English Institute, ACLS Humanities 


E-Book Collection, 2013 (http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.90058.0001.001).
Book Series:

Series Editor, Selected Essays from the English Institute, New Digital Series.  Published as part of the


American Council of Learned Societies’ Humanities E-book Collection



On Periodization, edited by Virginia Jackson, 2010.


The Work of Genre, edited by Robyn Warhol, 2011.


Taking Liberties with the Author, edited by Meredith L. McGill, 2013.
Digital Humanities Project:  
The Black Bibliography Project, co-directed with Jacqueline Goldsby (Yale).  

Awarded a $1,700,000 grant in 2022 by the Mellon Foundation to scale up the project. 
The Rutgers portion of the grant includes:

Training in Descriptive Bibliography and research support for 9 Rutgers graduate students;

3 years’ salary and fringe for a Black Studies Librarian at Alexander Library, Rutgers-New Brunswick;

Funds to work with Rutgers IT to support the continued development of our data models, to establish procedures for quality control, and to develop a front-end for public-facing search.
Awarded a supplementary grant of $127,000 from the Mellon Foundation in 2024 to address unforeseen technological challenges involving query and front-end design.

Awarded an $81,000 grant in 2019 by the Mellon Foundation to support the development of a data model, instructional modules, and to explore the formation of a Consortium of librarians and scholars
Conference and Workshop, “From Lists to Links:  New Directions in Black Bibliography” at Yale (November 2019);

Week-long pilot study of the data model and instructional modules at Yale (January 2019);
Workshop on Bibliographic Description and Linked / Open Data at Yale (May 2018);
Planning conferences at Rutgers (Digital Humanities scholars, March 2017) and at Yale (Curators and scholars, October 2017). 

Articles and Essays:

“American Poetry, British Prosody,” forthcoming in a special issue of Victorian Poetry, Meredith Martin and Lottie Page, eds., Spring 2026.
“Metamorphosis and Transcription:  Emerson’s ‘The Poet’ and the Question of Form,” in Christopher Hanlon, ed. The Oxford Handbook of Ralph Waldo Emerson (New York:  Oxford University Press, 2024), 507-19.
“What is ‘Black’ about Black Bibliography?,” with Jacqueline Goldsby.  Special issue on Black Bibliography, Jacqueline Goldsby and Meredith L. McGill, eds. Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America 116:2 (June 2022), 161-189.
“Books on the Loose,” in Alexandra Gillespie and Deirdre Lynch, eds. The Unfinished Book

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2021), 79-93.

“Transatlantic Address:  Washington Allston and the Limits of Romanticism,” Studies in

Romanticism 59:4 (Winter 2020), 475-492.

“Format,” Early American Studies, special issue on “Keywords in Early American Literature and Material

Texts,” ed. by Marcy Dinius and Sonia Hazard (Fall, 2018), 671-7.

“What is a Ballad?  Reading for Genre, Format, and Medium,” Nineteenth-Century Literature, 70:2 

(September 2016), 156-175.

“American Poetry:  What, Me Worry?” (A response to Stephen Burt).  American Literary History 28:2 (Summer 2016), 288-94.
“Literary History, Book History, and Media Studies” in Hester Blum, ed. Turns of Event:
American Literary Studies in Motion (Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016), 23-39.
“Echocriticism: Repetition and the Order of Texts,” American Literature 88:1 (March 2016), 1-29.
“The Poetry of Slavery,” in Ezra Tawil, ed. Cambridge Companion to Slavery in American Literature 


(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2016), 115-13.

“Genre and Nationality in Nineteenth-Century British and American Poetry,” with Scott Challener, Isaac

Cowell, Bakary Diaby, Lauren Kimball, Michael Monescalchi, and Melissa Parrish, in Teaching Transatlanticism, Linda Hughes and Sarah Robbins, eds. (Edinburgh:  Edinburgh University Press, 2015), 164-180.

“The Perils of Authorship, Literary Property and Nineteenth-Century American Fiction,” with Lara 

Langer Cohen, Oxford History of the Novel in English, Vol 5: The American Novel to 1870, J. Gerald Kennedy and Leland S. Person, eds. (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2014), 195-212.
“Copyright and Intellectual Property:  The State of the Discipline,” Book History 16 (2013), 387-427.

“Someone Said,” in Taking Liberties with the Author, Selected Essays from the English Institute, ACLS


Humanities E-Book Collection (2013), paragraphs 1-21.
“Frances Ellen Watkins Harper and the Circuits of Abolitionist Poetry,” in Lara Langer Cohen and Jordan
Stein, eds., Early African American Print Culture.  (Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012), 53-74.
“Reprints,” in The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the Novel, Vol. II, Peter Melville Logan, ed. (Blackwell


Publishing:  Malden MA, 2011), 676-684.

“The Future of the Literary Past,” with Andrew Parker, PMLA 125.4 (October, 2010), 959-967.
“Copyright in the Early Republic,” in A History of the Book in America Vol. 2, Robert


A. Gross and Mary Kelley, eds. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 198-211.

“Walt Whitman and the Poetics of Reprinting,” in David Blake and Michael Robertson eds., Where the

Future Becomes Present: Whitman and Leaves of Grass.  (Iowa City:  University of Iowa Press, 2008), 37-58.

“Introduction: The Traffic in Poems,” in The Traffic in Poems:  Nineteenth-Century Poetry and


Transatlantic Exchange.  (New Brunswick:  Rutgers University Press, 2008), 1-12.    

“Remediating Whitman,” PMLA 122:5 (October 2007), 1592-6.
“Market,” in Keywords: A Vocabulary of American Cultural Studies, Bruce Burgett and Glenn Hendler,

eds.  (New York:  New York University Press, 2007), 149-52.

“Copyright,” in The Industrial Book, 1840-1880, Vol. 3 of A History of the Book in America, Scott Casper, Jeffrey Groves, Stephen Nissenbaum, and Michael Winship, eds. (Chapel Hill:   University of North Carolina Press, 2007), 158-178.
 “Common Places: Poetry, Illocality, and Temporal Dislocation in Thoreau’s A Week on the Concord and


Merrimack Rivers,” in American Literary History (Spring 2007) 357-74. 

“Owning Up to Images: Poe, Hawthorne, and Antebellum Gift-book Publication,” in Iconotropism:


Turning Toward Pictures, Ellen Spolsky, ed. (Bucknell University Press, 2005) 183-202.

“New Directions in Poe Studies,” Poe Studies 33:1 (Spring 2001) 1-3.

“The Problem of Hawthorne’s Popularity,” in Reciprocal Influences: Essays on Literary Production, 


Distribution, and Consumption in America, Steven Fink and Susan S. Williams, eds. (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1999) 36-54.
“The Duplicity of the Pen,” in Language Machines:  Technologies of Literary and Cultural

Production, Selected Papers from the English Institute, Jeffrey Masten, Peter Stallybrass, and Nancy Vickers, eds.  (New York:  Routledge, 1997), 39-71.

“The Matter of the Text:  Commerce, Print Culture, and the Authority of the State in American 



Copyright Law,” American Literary History 9:1 (Spring 1997), 21-59.

“Enlistment and Refusal:  The Task of Public Poetry in Robert Lowell's ‘For the Union

Dead,’” in Field Work:  Sites in Literary and Cultural Studies, Marjorie Garber, Rebecca Walkowitz, and Paul Franklin, eds. (New York:  Routledge, 1996), 144-9. 

“Poe, Literary Nationalism, and Authorial Identity” in The American Face of Edgar Allan Poe, 

Stephen Rachman and Shawn Rosenheim, eds. (Baltimore:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995), 271-304.
“Self-reference, Self-revision, and Self-containment in Stevens’ ‘Domination of Black,’” Arizona 

Quarterly 46: 4 (Winter 1990), 117-37.

Book Reviews:
“How Does Copyright Matter?,” review of Will Slauter, Who Owns the News?  A History of Copyright
and Derek Miller, Copyright and the Value of Performance, 1770-1911, Public Books (August 5, 2019).
https://www.publicbooks.org/how-does-copyright-matter/ 
Review of Matt Cohen, Whitman’s Drift:  Imagining Literary Distribution, Walt Whitman Quarterly
Review 36:1 (Summer 2018), 72-7.  https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2306&context=wwqr
Review of Robert Spoo, Without Copyrights:  Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain, Critical

Inquiry 43:1 (Autumn 2016), 216-17.  Also online (March 18, 2016):    
http://criticalinquiry.uchicago.edu/meredith_mcgill_reviews_without_copyrights/
Review of Susan Manning, Poetics of Character:  Transatlantic Encounters, 1700-1900, Journal of
 
American Studies 49:01 (February 2015), 161-5.
Review of David Paul Nord, Faith in Reading:  Religious Publishing and the Birth of Mass Media in 


America, Journal of American History 92:2 (September 2005), 608-9. 

Review of Megan L. Benton, Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America,


American Literature 75:4 (December 2003), 875-6.
“Reading Poe, Reading Capitalism,” review of Terence Whalen, Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses: The 


Political Economy of Literature in Antebellum America, in American Quarterly 53:1 (March 2001), 139-47. 

Review of Lee Erickson, The Economy of Literary Form, in Modern Philology 97:1 (August 1999), 138-41.
Review of Jonathan Elmer, Reading at the Social Limit: Affect, Mass Culture, and Edgar Allan Poe, in 


American Literature 70:4 (December 1998), 903-4.

Review of Michael Moon, Disseminating Whitman:  Revision and Corporeality in Leaves of Grass, in Modern Language Notes 105: 5 (December 1990), 1107-10.

Review of Patrick O'Donnell and Robert Con Davis, eds.  Intertextuality and Contemporary American Fiction in Modern Language Notes 104: 5 (December 1989), 1197-9.
Other Publications:
“Who Owns Black Books?,” Black Bibliography Project featured exhibit, April 2026.

https://bbp.k2.services/exhibits/233
“Charles Dickens, American Notes for General Circulation.” 100 Years, 100 Voices:  The Chapin Library (Williamstown MA:  Williams College, 2025), 134-5.

Forward, “Transatlantic Literary Authority:  Material Networks, Symbolic Economies.”  Symbiosis 25:1 (Spring 2021).
“Presentiments.” Common-place:  The Journal of Early American Life 16:2 (January 2016).

http://common-place.org/book/presentiments/
“Commonplace.”  Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics, 3d edition, ed. by Roland Greene (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 2012), 285-6.
“Lurking in the Blogosphere of the 1840s:  Hotlinks, Sockpuppets, and the History of Reading.”  Common-place:  The Interactive Journal of Early American Life 7: 2 (January 2007). 


http://www.common-place.org/vol-07/no-02/reading/
Recent Invited Talks:
“Antebellum American Poetry Without the Book.”  University of California, Irvine, November 2025.

“American Poetry, British Prosody.”  The Ends of Prosody, Center for Digital Humanities, Princeton University, May 2025.

“Building Knowledge Infrastructure:  The Black Bibliography Project.”  Book History Seminar, The University of Chicago, October 2024.

“The Immaterial Book.”  Richard W. Gunn Memorial Lecture, University of Kansas, April 2023.

“The Black Bibliography Project,” with Jacqueline Goldsby.  Justice Forum, Columbia University, April 2023.

“Backstory.”  Dickens Universe, University of California, Santa Cruz. Santa Cruz CA, July 2022.

“Scales of Inference:  Black Bibliography Across the Diaspora,” with Marlene Daut and Jacqueline Goldsby.  Keynote Panel, Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliography Annual Meeting.  Online, May 2022.

“What is ‘Black’ about Black Bibliography?,” with Jacqueline Goldsby.  Sol. M. and Mary Ann O’Brian Malkin Lecture, Rare Book School, University of Virginia.  Online, August 2021.

“Poetry and Democracy in the Antebellum US.”  Leonora Woodman Lecture, Purdue University.  Online, March 2021.

“Data Modeling Black Print, Re-Imagining Bibliography:  The Black Bibliography Project,” with


Jacqueline Goldsby.  Harvard Seminar in the History of the Book.  Online, February 2021.

“Black Bibliography and Linked Data:  Recovering Histories that are Hidden in the Archive.”  Different

Archives, Different Histories.  Institute for the Humanities, University of Illinois Chicago.  Online, October 2020.

“Books on the Loose.” Imagining Archives Symposium, Poetry | History | Theory, University of 

California, Irvine, Irvine, CA, February 2020.  Also Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University, New Haven, CT, March 2020.

Recent Conference Papers, Workshops, Colloquia, and Seminar Presentations:
“Current Histories of the Past.” Leros Humanism Seminars.  Leros, GR, June 2026.
Roundtable, “Whitman Studies on the 30th Anniversary of Betsy Erkkila and Jay Grossman's Breaking
Bounds: Whitman and American Cultural Studies.”  American Literature Association, Chicago IL, May 2026.
Roundtable, Presidents’ Plenary Session, C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists


Conference, Cincinnati, OH, March 2026.

“Typecasting:  Charles Sprague’s Prologues.”  C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists

Conference, Cincinnati, OH, March 2026.

“Digitizing Black Bibliography and the Politics of Linked Data,” with Jacqueline Goldsby.  Society for


Textual Scholarship panel, Modern Language Association, Toronto ON, January 2026.  
Presentation with the Black Bibliography Project Core Team, “Reparative Bibliography:  A Preview of
the Black Bibliography Project,” Rare Book and Manuscript Section of the American Library Association conference, Yale University, New Haven CT, June 2025.
Presentation with the Black Bibliography Project Core Team, “Who Owns Black Data?”  Yale University,

New Haven CT, May 2025.

“Why Format Matters:  Beyond Form and Genre in Nineteenth-Century Poetics.”  Southern Methodist


University Symposium on Poetic Form, Dallas TX, March 2024.

Roundtable: “Poetic Theory in the C19 US: Poetics of the Everyday.” Organizer and chair.  C19: The


Society for Nineteenth-Century Americanists Conference, Pasadena, CA, March 2024.
“Harper in Transatlantic Context.”  A Conversation, with Daniel Hack and Carla Peterson, hosted by the


Dickens Project.  Online, July 2020. 

Respondent, Harvard-Yale Graduate Conference in Book History, “The Stakes of Book History.”  Yale 


University, New Haven, CT April 2020.

“Transatlantic Address:  Washington Allston and the Limits of Romanticism.” Yale Americanist


Colloquium, New Haven, CT January 2020.

“Weird Books:  Oscar Harpel’s Poets and Poetry of Printerdom.” Special Session, Modern Language 


Association, Seattle, WA, January 2020.

Awards and Fellowships:
Mellon Foundation, Implementation Grant ($1,700,000), with Jacqueline Goldsby:  Black Bibliography


Project, 2022-2026; supplemental grant for technical remediation:  $127,000.
Mellon Foundation, Developmental Grant ($81,000), with Jacqueline Goldsby: Black Bibliography


Project, 2019.

Beinecke Distinguished Fellow in the Humanities, Beinecke Library, Yale University, 2019-20.

Warren I. Susman Award for Excellence in Teaching, 2019.

Class of 1932 Fellow, Council of the Humanities, Department of English, and the Center for Digital

  Humanities, Princeton University, Spring 2016.

Center for Cultural Analysis Fellow, “Intellectual Property,” 2005-6.

Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society 2003-4.

Center for the Critical Analysis of Contemporary Culture, Rutgers Faculty Fellow, “The Aesthetic,”


1997-8.

Elected to Membership, American Antiquarian Society, 1997.

NEH/ Newberry Library Fellowship, 1995-6.

Kate B. and Hall J. Peterson Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, 1995.

Bibliographical Society of America Fellowship, 1995.

With David Hall, Ford Foundation Grant for sponsoring graduate student work in the History of the


Book, Harvard University, 1995.

Hoopes prize for advising Nora Connell's senior thesis in History and Literature, "Writing the 



Romantic Self:  The 1876-78 Diary of Marie Streeter," Harvard University, 1994.

Teaching Award, History and Literature, Harvard University 1992-3.
Selected Conferences and Symposia:
“Networking Black Print: Re-imagining Black Bibliography,” with the Black Bibliography Core Team


 (Jacqueline Goldsby, Tajah Ebram, Amanda Awanjo, Mara Caelin), Rutgers University, April


2026.
19th Century Workshop: “War / After War,” October 2018, with Jonah Siegel;




 “Population,” October 2016, with David Kurnick; 



 “Family / Law,” October 2015, with Andrew Parker; 



  “Circulation,” October 2014.

“Data, Classification, and Everyday Life,” with Andrew Goldstone.  Center for Cultural Analysis,


Rutgers University, January 2019
“Southern Road at 75:  A Symposium on the Poetry of Sterling Brown,” Center for Cultural Analysis, Rutgers University, March 2007.
“Ideas of the Archive III” with Rosalind Morris, Columbia University, February 2008.

“Ideas of the Archive II,” with Elizabeth Povinelli, Columbia University, February 2007.

“Ideas of the Archive,” with Lisa Gitelman and Andrew Parker, Center for Cultural Analysis, Rutgers University, May 2006.

“Poetry and History:  Approaches to the Study of Nineteenth-Century Poets, Poems, and Poetic Culture,” American Antiquarian Society, Worcester.  February 2004.

“The Traffic in Poems: Nineteenth-Century Poetry and Transatlantic Exchange.”  Rutgers University,


New Brunswick.  September 2002.

“The American West in the 1880s.”  Nineteenth-Century Women Writers Group.  Rutgers University,


New Brunswick.  September 1997.  

Professional Activities and Associations:
Executive Council, American Antiquarian Society, 2024-27


Chair, Digital Futures committee, 2025-


Committee on Finance and Investments, 2024-6
Trustee, English Institute, 2015-2022

Curator of Digital Archives, English Institute, 2013-14


Board of Supervisors, English Institute, 2008-11

President, C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, 2018-2020

Vice President, 2016-18  


Coordinator, Archives Cluster, 2015-18

Instructor, C19 Seminar: “Public Domains:  Print and the Commons in the 19thC U.S.,” 2016

Nominations Committee, 2010


Advisory Board, 2008-18
Executive Committee, Division on Nineteenth-Century American Literature, Modern Language


Association, 2011-16; Chair, 2015-16

Publications Committee, Modern Language Association, 2012-2015

James Russell Lowell Prize Committee, Modern Language Association, 2010-11

Advisory Board, African American Collections Initiative, American Antiquarian Society, 2022-4
Advisory Board, Wayfinder Project:  Revealing Black Print Culture to a Linked World, 2022-3
Advisory Board, Princeton Prosody Archive (Meredith Martin, dir.; Princeton University), 2012-26
Advisory Board, Image Analysis for Archival Discovery (Elizabeth Lorang, dir.; University of


 Nebraska), 2014-15
Board of Electors, Professorship of Bibliography and Modern Book History, Oxford University, Spring

2026

Visiting Committee, Wake Forest English Department, September 2024

Visiting Committee, University of Cincinnati Graduate Program, December 2006

Instructor, Early American Literature and Material Texts summer seminar, McNeil Center / Library


Company of Philadelphia, July 2013

Instructor, with Lisa Gitelman, Seminar in the History of the Book, “Book History and Media


History,” American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, June 2009

Instructor, with Joan Shelley Rubin, Seminar in the History of the Book, “Getting Into Print,”

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, June 1997
Evaluator, Mellon/American Council of Learned Societies Dissertation Completion Fellowships, 2016-19

Fellowship Committee, Rare Book School Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship for Scholars in Critical


Bibliography, 2013-15

NEH Fellowship Committee, The Library Company, 2010-12

Editorial Board, Authorship, 2010-
Editorial Board, American Periodicals, 2005-9
Editorial Board, The Edgar Allan Poe Review, 2000-02

Review committee, Program in the History of the Book in American Culture, American Antiquarian

Society, Worcester, April 2010

NEH Fellowship Committee, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, March 2007 

Evans-TCP Selection Task Force, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, May 2004

Committee of Overseers, Program in the History of the Book, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, 1994-7

Co-chair, with Lynn Wardley, Seminar in American Literature and Culture, Center for Literary and

Cultural Studies, Harvard University, 1993-5

Co-chair, with David Hall and Abby Zanger, Seminar in the History of the Book, Center for Literary and 


Cultural Studies, Harvard University, 1994-5

Editor, Special Issue of Poe Studies, “New Directions in Poe Studies,” 33:1 (Spring 2001)

Manuscript reader for Edinburgh University Press, Yale University Press, Princeton University Press, University of California Press, Stanford University Press, Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, University of Chicago Press, Duke University Press, University of Michigan Press, Louisiana State University Press, Harvard University Press, New York University Press, The Edgar Allan Poe Review, Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, Emerson Society Quarterly, PMLA, MLQ, American Periodicals, J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, Classical Receptions Journal.
Proposal evaluator for the National Endowment for the Humanities, Division of Preservation and Access; Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada; Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship in Critical Bibliography, Library Company Long-Term Fellowships 
External examiner, Habilitation exam, Maria Damkjaer: “Fiction on the Page in Nineteenth-Century Magazines,” University of Copenhagen, Denmark, March 2025

University Service:

Center for Cultural Analysis:

Acting Director, 2025-26

Director, 2008-12


CCA Seminar Leader, with Colin Jager, “The Commons,” 2021-22


CCA Seminar Leader, with Andrew Goldstone, “Classification,” 2018-19

CCA Seminar Leader, with Henry Turner, “Public Knowledge:  Institutions, Networks,
  Collectives,” 2011-12

CCA Seminar Leader, “New Media Literacies, Gutenberg to Google,” 2008-9

Executive Committee, 2014-19


Working group leader, Americanist Seminar, 2025-, 2015-18 


with Ann Fabian, 2008-2015

Working group leader, with Andrew Parker, Literature and New Media, 2009-11

Hiring Committee, Associate University Librarian, New Brunswick, 2025-6

Member, Cyberinfrastructure, Data Studies, and Artificial Intelligence Task Force, 2022-3

Ad Hoc Promotion and Tenure reviews:


Religion Department, 2025


University Libraries, Collections and Digital Strategies, 2025

Public Humanities Certificate Steering Committee, 2022-
Organizer, with Kristin O’Brassill-Kulfan, Public Humanities Graduate Certificate, 2018-19

SAS Digital Humanities Initiative:


Steering Committee, 2012-21


Chair, Senior Search in Digital Humanities, 2014-15.


Chair, 2014-15

Co-chair, with Ann Fabian, 2012-14


Advisory Committee and Instructor, Lloyd C. Gardner Fellowship Program, 2011-5
University Libraries:


Libraries Advisory Committee, 2002-15

Strategic Planning Committee, 2004-6


Collection Development Committee, 2003

Departmental Service:

Chair, 2021-24

Associate Chair, 2013-14

Graduate Program:


Interim Director of Graduate Studies, 2017-18


Acting Director of Graduate Studies, Spring 2008


Director of Graduate Studies, 2004-6


Associate Director of Graduate Studies, 2002-3
Founding director, with Cheryl Wall, Rutgers English Diversity Institute, 2009-11


Instructor, REDI, 2025, 2017-18, 2014-15, 2009-12
Chair, Oral Examination Redesign Committee, Fall 2009

Chair, Department Bylaws Committee, Spring 2008

Instructor, Mellon Summer Dissertation Workshop, 2005, 2006

Director, Undergraduate Honors Program, 1997-9

Courses:
Graduate Courses:
“Poetry and Media,” Fall 2025.

“Archives of American Literature,” Fall 2023

“Methods in Book History,” with Leah Price, Spring 2023.
“American Poetry to 1900,” Fall 2020.
“Early American Literature,” Fall 2018.
“19th Century American Women Writers: Gender, Sexuality, and the Literary Marketplace,” Spring 2018.

“The Poetry of Slavery,” Spring 2017.

“19th Century English and American Poetry:  New Tools, New Approaches” (Princeton), Spring 2016.

“Literary New York:  Poe, Whitman, Melville,” Fall 2014.

“Dissertation Writing Seminar,” Spring 2014.
“Nineteenth-Century Poetic Genres:  A Transatlantic Approach,” Fall 2012.

“Literature and New Media,” Spring 2012.

“Whitman, Dickinson, and Twentieth-Century American Poetry,” with Mark Doty, Spring 2010.

“Antebellum American Literature and Culture,” Fall 2008.

“Literary Properties,” Fall 2005.

“American Poetry and Poetics, 1650-1900,” Spring 2005.

“Print Cultures in the 19th and 20th Century United States,” Fall 2002.

“American Epic: The Long Poem in the Whitmanian Tradition,” Fall 2001.

“Transcendentalism and Reform,” Fall 2000.

“Troubled Nationalism: The Irish American Atlantic,” with Marjorie Howes, Spring 1998.

“Introduction to Advanced Research,” Spring 1998, Spring 2001.

“The Literary Marketplace in the Antebellum United States,” Fall 1997.

“Nineteenth-Century American Poetry and Poetics,” Spring 1997.

Undergraduate Courses:

“Edgar Allan Poe,” Spring 2026, Spring 2018, Fall 2014.

“Data and Culture,” with Andrew Goldstone, Fall 2022.

“Nineteenth-Century American Poetry,” Fall 2020, Fall 2013, Spring 2002, Summer 1998, Spring 1997.

“Walt Whitman,” Spring 2019.

“Antebellum American Literature,” Spring 2017.

“Poetry and Poetic Theory:  The Sonnet,” Fall 2016.

“Principles of Literary Study: Poetry,” Large lecture format, Fall 2016, Fall 2011, Fall 2009, Spring 2008.

“What is a Book?, with Michael Joseph, Spring 2015.

 “The Poetry of Slavery,” Honors seminar, Fall 2013.

 “Introduction to American Literature,” Fall 2012.

“Blogging:  Prehistory, Theory, Practice,” Fall 2009.

“Literary History as Media History,” Spring 2009.

 “Transcendentalism and Reform,” Spring 2003.

“American Literature—Colonial Period to 1860,” Spring 2006, Fall 2004, Fall 2001, Fall 2000.

“Topics in Literary Theory: Authorship,” Spring 2002, Fall 1998, Fall 1997.

“American Women Writers to 1900,” Spring 2003, Spring 2001, Fall 1998.

“Principles of Literary Study: Poetry,” Fall 1996.

“Reforming America,” Fall 1996.

Byrne Seminars:

“What is a Book?” with Michael Joseph, Fall 2013

“Edgar Allan Poe and the New Media of the 1840s,” Spring 2009, Spring 2008.

Completed Dissertations:
Director:
  Alice Martin, “The Social Lives of Women’s Manuscripts in the Nineteenth-Century United States” (with Brad Evans), Spring 2025.

 Raymond Leonard, “The Literature of Black and Indigenous Encounter in Early America,” Spring 2024. 

 Timothy Morris, “Science, Secularism, and Antebellum American Literature,” Fall 2022.  
 Emily Banta, “Sovereign Pleasures:  Comic Play in Antebellum America,” Fall 2021.

 Lauren Kimball, “Poetry and the Time of Labor in the Antebellum United States,” Fall 2020.
 Luc Barton, “Imagined Literacies: Representing Black Readership in Antebellum American Literature,” Fall 2018.

 Trinyan Mariano, “Discourses of Ordinary Justice,” Spring 2011.
 Kevin Cattrell, “Discord and Deferral in Colonial New England Psalmody,” Spring 2011.
 Alexandra Socarides, “Emily Dickinson and the Problem of Genre,” Spring 2007.

 Heather Tirado Gilligan, “The Form of Fulfillment: Race, Genre, and Imperialism in American Periodical Culture,” Spring 2004.
Reader:

 Jorden Sanders, “Returning the World: Blackness, Being, and the Acoustics of African American Literary Culture to 1905”
  Kassidi Jones (Yale), “Our Share of Summers:  Tending the Environment in Late 19th-Century African American Poetry,” Spring 2025.

 Abigail Reardon, “Varieties of Contingent Experience:  Practicing Pragmatism in the Twenty-First Century Academy, Spring 2024.

 Eagan Dean, “Malleable Instruments:  Gender and its Uses in Nineteenth-Century US Literature,” Spring 2024.

Alex Leslie, “Reading Regions: American Literature and Cultural Geography,” 1865-1925,” Spring 2021.
Michael Monescalchi, “A Disinterested Republic: Reform and New Divinity Theology in Early America,” Fall 2019.

  Miranda Marraccini (Princeton University), “Feminist Types: Reading the Victoria Press,” Spring 2019.

  Isaac Cowell, “The Peevish Wish:  Conjectural Literature from Walpole to the Shelleys,” Fall 2018.

  Rob Koehler (New York University), “How the School Became Common:  Literature, Pedagogy, Politics, 1750-1830,” Fall 2018.

  Leif Eckstrom (Tufts University), “Poetry in the Second Degree: How Periodical Cultures Shaped
Nineteenth-Century American Poetry,” Spring 2018

  Alicia Williams, “Broadly Speaking:  Democratic Address and the History of Reading in Nineteenth-Century British Literature,” Spring 2018

  Caolan Madden, “Victorian Poetess to Modern Persona,” Fall 2017.
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