
Jada Renée Al len is a Black t rans wr i ter ,  educator,  & ​​conjurewoman
l iv ing & working on U.S.-occupied O'odham Jewed, Akimel
O'Odham, & Hohokam lands. A 2022 92Y Discovery Poetry Contest
winner,  Jada is the recipient of  fe l lowships,  scholarships,  & support
f rom Tin House, Kenyon Review Wri ters Workshop, Community of
Wri ters,  & VONA/Voices, among others.  Her work appears in Gulf
Coast;  Hayden's Ferry Review; Par is Review Dai ly;  Virginia
Quarter ly Review; & elsewhere. She is f rom Chicago, IL.   

JADA ALLEN  

Meet This Year's Participants

Ful lamusu Bangura is a queer wr i ter  + v isual  ar t ist  or ig inal ly f rom
Washington, D.C..  and current ly residing in Chicago, I l l inois.  They
are the author of  the essay-book “ . . .Considers Li l ’  Kim’s Hard
Core.”  Their  poetry has been publ ished in New Delta Review,
Apogee Journal ,  and Southeast Review. In 2020, they were
selected as a 2020 Best of  the Net Poetry f inal ist .  They are a ​​
z inemaker and col lagist ,  using humor and astrology to make sense
of a chaot ic wor ld.  
 

FULLAMUSU BANGURA  

Jar i  Bradley ( they/ them) is a San Francisco nat ive.  They are the
recipient of  an Inpr int  C. Glenn Cambor Fel lowship and a Cave
Canem fel low. Their  poems have been publ ished in Cal la loo,
Virginia Quarter ly Review, Academy of  American of  Poets (Poem-A
Day),  and elsewhere. They are current ly a PhD candidate in
Creat ive Wri t ing and Li terature at  the Universi ty of  Houston and
poetry edi tor  for  Gul f  Coast Journal .  
Websi te:  jar ibradley.com

JARI BRADLEY  

Zakia Carpenter-Hal l  is  an American wri ter ,  tutor and cr i t ic  l iv ing in
the UK. Her reviews and poems have been publ ished in Poetry
Wales,  The Poetry Review, Wi ld Court ,  Magma and elsewhere.
Human Ecologies (2021) is her ecopoetry f i lm commissioned by The
Scott ish Poetry Library in partnership wi th Afr ica in Mot ion Fi lm
Fest ival  and Obsidian Foundat ion.  She was edi tor ia l  intern for
Magma 82 Obsidian, a Poetry London mentee, Jerwood Bursary
Recipient and London Library Emerging wri ter .  Into the Same Sound
Twice (Seren, 2023) is her debut poetry pamphlet .   

ZAKIA CARPENTER-HALL  

http://jaribradley.com/


Descended from ocean dwel lers,  Ching-In Chen is a genderqueer
Chinese American wri ter ,  community organizer and teacher.  They
are author of  The Heart 's Traf f ic :  a novel  in poems and recombinant
(2018 Lambda Li terary Award for Transgender Poetry winner)  as
wel l  as chapbooks to make black paper s ing and Kundiman for Kin
: :  Informat ion Retr ieval  for  Monsters (Lesl ie Scalapino Final ist) .
Chen is co-edi tor  of  The Revolut ion Starts at  Home: Confront ing
Int imate Violence Within Act iv ist  Communit ies.  
Websi te:  www.chinginchen.com 

CHING-IN CHEN 

Zakiya Cowan is a Chicagoan with a bachelor 's degree in Engl ish
from Lewis Universi ty.  Her work has appeared in Spl i t  L ip
Magazine, Green Mountains Review, Spoon River Poetry Review,
the Chicago Reader,  and Hobart .  She is the former Managing Edi tor
for Jet  Fuel  Review and Interviews Edi tor  at  Honey Li terary.  Cowan
is a 2023 Tin House Winter Workshop part ic ipant,  a 2020 Brooklyn
Poets Fel lowship recipient,  a Best of  the Net nominee, and a Best
Smal l  Fict ions nominee.   

ZAKIYA COWAN

Essah Cozett  Díaz is a Liber ian-American poet,  podcaster,  and PhD
candidate at  the Universi ty of  Puerto Rico,  Río Piedras.  Díaz is
current ly a senior research fel low of  the Diaspora Sol idar i t ies Lab.
In 2016, she founded Hermanas del  Agua to create a safe space for
femme ident i fy ing people to pract ice strategic sel f -care.  Díaz is
also an ​​a lumna of  Obsidian Foundat ion and the Young Scholars of
Liber ia.  Her wr i t ing has appeared in several  internat ional  pr int  and
onl ine publ icat ions.  
Websi te:  www.essahcozett .com  

ESSAH COZETT DÍAZ  

Matt  Ford is a wr i ter ,  ar t is t ,  and educator f rom Detroi t .  They earned
their  MFA at UC San Diego and are the founder of  5D Publ ishing,
LLC. Current ly wr i t ing their  debut novel ,  Rapture In Blue, their  work
has been publ ished in Wal l  Street Journal ,  HuffPost,  The Creat ive
Independent,  Art  Journal ,  Chicago Reader,  and elsewhere. They
have received fel lowships f rom SAIC, Martha’s Vineyard,  and the
Mel lon Foundat ion,  among others.  Donate to Matt ’s Lambda Li terary
Retreat fund: bi t . ly /matt- lambda 

MATT FORD 

http://www.chinginchen.com/
http://www.essahcozett.com/
https://bit.ly/matt-lambda


Kel ly Fordon’s latest  short  story col lect ion I  Have the Answer
(WSUPress, 2020) was chosen as a Midwest Book Award Final ist
and an Er ic Hoffer Final ist .  Her 2016 Michigan Notable Book,
Garden for the Bl ind,  (WSUP), was an INDIEFAB Final ist ,  a Midwest
Book Award Final ist ,  Er ic Hoffer Final ist ,  and an IPPY Awards
Bronze Medal ist .  She is the author of  three poetry chapbooks and
one ful l - length col lect ion,  Goodbye Toothless House, (Kattywompus
Press, 2019) an Eyelands Internat ional  Pr ize Final ist  and an Er ic
Hoffer Final ist .     

KELLY FORDON 

Whitney French (she/her)  is  a wr i ter ,  mult id iscipl inary art ist ,  and
publ isher.  She is the edi tor  of  the award-winning anthology Black
Wri ters Matter (Universi ty of  Regina, 2019) and Griot :  Six Wri ters
Sojourn into the Dark (Penguin Random House, 2022).  Her work
has appeared in ARC Poetry,  Augur,  FIYAH, WATER Magazine and
elsewhere. Whitney French is a cert i f ied arts educator and the co-
founder/publ isher of  Hush Harbour,  the only Black queer feminist
press in Canada. She l ives in Toronto.  
Websi te:  whi tneyfrenchwri tes.com 

WHITNEY FRENCH  

Dr. Mel inda González (@lapoetaguerrera),  born in Newark,  New
Jersey with ancestral  home in Moca, Puerto Rico,  is an Afro-
Indigenous poet,  anthropologist ,  professor,  and poetry workshop
faci l i tator.  She examines the impact of  race, c lass,  and gender on
disaster distr ibut ion,  using decolonial  and indigenous research
methods for environmental  just ice.  She faci l i tates poetry workshops
to help poets,  wr i ters,  and academics maintain their  authent ic voice
whi le addressing colonial  repression.  

MELINDA GONZÁLEZ  

Dest iny Hemphi l l  (she/her)  is  a chronical ly i l l  r i tual  worker and
poet,  l iv ing on the unceded terr i tory of  the Eno-Occaneechi  band of
the Saponi  Nat ion (Durham, NC).  She is the author of  the poetry
col lect ion motherworld:  a devot ional  for  the al ter- l i fe (Act ion Books,
2023).  Her work has also been featured in Poetry Magazine,
Southern Cul tures,  and the Academy of  American Poets '  Poem-a-
Day ser ies.   
Websi te:  dest inyhemphi l l .com 

DESTINY HEMPHILL  

http://whitneyfrenchwrites.com/
http://destinyhemphill.com/


Candice Jansen is a New Archival  Vis ions Digi ta l  Curator ia l  Fel low
at the Centre for  Humanit ies Research at  the Universi ty of  the
Western Cape. In 2022, she was an ACLS Afr ican Humanit ies Post-
doctoral  Fel low. Her doctoral  d issertat ion was completed at  WiSER
(Wits Inst i tute for  Social  and Economic Research),  ent i t led
COLOURED BLACK: The Li fe & Works of  South Afr ican
Photographers,  Cedr ic Nunn and Ernest Cole (2019).

CANDICE JANSEN 

DéShawn McKeel is a Georgia-born,  Texas-raised poet and wri ter .
DéShawn’s interests and inf luences include Black Feminist  Theory,
(Black) Southern and Texan cul tures,  Black music,  survei l lance,
absurdism, surreal ism, and myth and folk lore.  DéShawn is current ly
an M.F.A. Creat ive Wri t ing Candidate at  Rutgers Universi ty-Newark.  

DÉSHAWN MCKEEL 

Joshua Merchant is a Black Queer ( they/ them) nat ive of  East
Oakland explor ing the realm of  love and what i t  means whi le
processing trauma, loss,  and heartbreak. They've had the honor to
be awarded the 2023 San Francisco Foundat ion /  Nomadic Press
Li terary Award for poetry.  

JOSHUA MERCHANT 

Dasia Moore is a Black queer poet and journal ist .  She is pursuing
her MFA in poetry at  New York Universi ty,  where she is a Li l l ian
Vernon fel low and undergraduate creat ive wr i t ing instructor.  Dasia’s
poetry has appeared in publ icat ions including The Off ing,
Autofocus, and Stanchion. Her journal ism and essays can be found
in The Nat ion,  The Boston Globe, and others.  Dasia was raised in
North and South Carol ina and now l ives in Brooklyn,  New York.  

DASIA MOORE 



Shy-Zahir  Moses ( they/ them) is a Queer Black poet,  scholar,  and
lover working to make i t  out  of  Texas. They hold a B.A. in Engl ish
from the Universi ty of  Houston and are pursuing an M.F.A. in poetry
from the Universi ty of  Texas at  Aust in.  They spend their  f ree t ime
gett ing read to by Toni  Morr ison on Audible,  creat ing new poet ic
forms, and growing their  in-home l ibrary.  
   

SHY-ZAHIR MOSES  

Samuela is current ly a doctoral  student studying Educat ional
Psychology. She cal ls many places home—including Burkina Faso,
Colorado, and Michigan, where she current ly l ives.  She enjoys
thinking and wri t ing about whimsy, love, speculat ive f ic t ion,  and
ident i ty.  She is also interested in incorporat ing Afrofutur ism into her
scholarship and creat ive pract ices.   

SAMUELA MOUZAOIR  

Original ly f rom the West Side of  Chicago, Olatunde Osinaike is a
Niger ian-American poet,  essayist ,  and software developer.  He is
the author of  Tender Headed (Akashic Books, 2023),  selected by
Camil le Rankine as winner of  the 2022 Nat ional  Poetry Ser ies,
for thcoming in December 2023. His work has received fel lowships
and support  f rom Poets & Wri ters,  the Hurston/Wright Foundat ion,
and Kenyon Review Wri ters Workshop. He l ives in At lanta.  

OLATUNDE OSINAIKE  

a. adenike phi l l ips (she/her)  is  a Black,  feminist  poet,  emerging
visual  ar t ist ,  and oral  h istory pract i t ioner.  In her work,  she is
commit ted to document ing and ampl i fy ing the stor ies of  Black
people wi th speci f ic  emphasis on Black women. She has received
fel lowships and/or mentorships f rom AWP, Hurston/Wright
Foundat ion,  Arts by The People and The Nat ional  Publ ic Housing
Museum. Her work has appeared in The Amistad, The Black Fork
Review and Gulf  Stream Magazine. 
Websi te:  www.stalk ingf i re.com 

A. ADENIKE PHILLIPS 

http://www.stalkingfire.com/


Therí  Pickens has publ ished two monographs -  New Body Pol i t ics
(Rout ledge 2014) and Black Madness : :  Mad Blackness (Duke UP
2019)-and three edi ted projects -  a special  issue of  Afr ican American
Review on Blackness and Disabi l i ty  (2017),  Arab American
Aesthet ics (Rout ledge 2018),  and a special  issue of  Col lege
Language Associat ion Journal  (2021).  Her poetry has appeared in
Langston Hughes Review, Prair ie Schooner,  The Ending Hasn’ t
Happened Yet,  Diode, The Journal ,  Black Renaissance/Renaissance
Noire,  Save the Date,  and Disabi l i ty  Studies Quarter ly.  
 

THERÍ PICKENS 

Ana Rodriguez Machado is a Cuban diaspora wr i ter  l iv ing in
Toronto.  Her work has been publ ished or is for thcoming in PRISM
internat ional ,  The Humber Li terary Review, The Malahat Review,
and elsewhere. Her poems have been f inal ists for  the CBC Poetry
Pr ize,  the PEN Canada New Voices Award, and The Malahat
Review Far Hor izons Pr ize in Poetry.  She was a poet mentor for  the
Koff ler  Arts Centre’s “ in my mother tongue |  poetry & portrai ts.”  She
holds an MFA from the Universi ty of  Guelph.
Websi te:  anaro.ca 

ANA RODRIGUEZ MACHADO  

Dorsía Smith Si lva is a Pushcart  Pr ize nominee, Best of  the Net
f inal ist ,  Best New Poets nominee, Obsidian Fel low, Poetry Edi tor  of
The Hopper,  and Ful l  Professor at  the Universi ty of  Puerto Rico.
Her poetry has recent ly been publ ished or is for thcoming in Poetry
Northwest,  the ​​minnesota review, Shenandoah, and elsewhere. She
is the edi tor  of  Lat ina/Chicana Mother ing and the co-edi tor  of  seven
books. She posts on Twit ter  @DSmithSi lva and CavanKerry wi l l
publ ish her poetry book in 2024.  

DORSÍA SMITH SILVA  

Rebecca Stoner is a poet and educator l iv ing in New York Ci ty.  An
MFA candidate at  Rutgers-Newark,  her poetry is for thcoming in
Pal indrome. Her work has been supported by the Minnesota
Northwoods Wri ters '  Conference.  
 

REBECCA STONER  

http://anaro.ca/


Sneha Subramanian Kanta is a wr i ter  and academic.  She is the
author of  the chapbooks Ghost Tracks (Louis iana Li terature Press,
2020),  Ancestral-Wing (Porkbel ly Press,  for thcoming),  and Every
Elegy Is A Love Poem (Var iant Li t ,  for thcoming).  She is one of  the
founding edi tors of  Parentheses Journal .  
Websi te:  www.snehasubramaniankanta.com 

SNEHA SUBRAMANIAN KANTA 

Angel Sut j ipto ( they/she) was born in Jakarta,  Indonesia and have
resided on Lenapehoking (aka NYC) for the past 20 years.  Angel  is
a wr i ter ,  an only chi ld,  and aspir ing t roublemaker who real ized that
disappoint ing their  immigrant mom did not mean the end of  the
world.  They are an alum of Voices of  Our Nat ion (VONA) and
Macondo Wri ters Workshop. Their  wr i t ing has appeared in
Br iarpatch magazine and Somewhere We Are Human anthology.  

ANGEL SUTJIPTO  

Kaley is a poet-scholar and digi ta l  ar t is t  l iv ing in Phi ladelphia,  PA.
Her work th inks deeply about space making, community bui ld ing,
joy,  and ident i ty.  She holds a M.S. Ed in Cul ture,  Society,  and
Educat ion f rom the Universi ty of  Pennsylvania and an MA in
Pol i t ical  Science. 
Fol low her ongoing work on Twit ter  @kaleyy__ 

KALEY WHITE  

Teona Wil l iam's work revolves around Black Geographies,  20th
century Afr ican American and environmental  h istory,  and Black
feminist  theory.  Her current work explores the role of  d isaster and
hunger,  in shaping Black feminist  ecologies f rom 1930-1990s. Race,
Space and Pol ic ing on the Southside of  Chicago 1950-2010,
publ ished by The Ant ipode in March 2020. Author of  the essay
“Is lands of  Freedom: The struggle to desegregate Shenandoah and
Great Smoky Mountain Nat ional  Park 1936-1941” in the forthcoming
edi ted col lect ion Not Just  Green, Not Just  White:  Race, Just ice,
Environmental  History which wi l l  be released in 2024. 

TEONA WILLIAMS  

http://www.snehasubramaniankanta.com/
http://www.snehasubramaniankanta.com/

