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BEYOND LINUISTIC

SYMPATHY: 
Access to Justice for

Minoritized Language
Speakers in Mainstream 
Court Settings

This talk draws on ethnographic research conducted
in a California child welfare court with Spanish-dominant
 Latinx speakers navigating English-dominant court proceedings. 
I discuss a range of issues that reproduce what I call experiences of 
linguistic marginalization, where language practices operate in relationship to 
relative inclusion and marginalization depending on the context and particularities of 
the experience. I argue that providing well-trained, well-compensated, and certified interpreters 
is but one of many important interventions that need to be made to increase access to justice for

minoritized language speakers in legal settings. Additionally, I show how discussions focusing on

sympathetic concerns with linguistic marginalization and interpreting as an antidote are

insufficient strategies for contending with the systematic reproduction of linguistic marginalization.

Dr. JESSICA LÓPEZ-ESPINO,
UC President's Postdoctoral Fellow
UC Irvine

Language and Social
 Justice Initiative

lep.rutgers.edu/language-and-social-justice

https://rutgers.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtdeupqjIsH9dNEcA6yj6xUmcKlICPhjfI
http://lep.rutgers.edu/language-and-social-justice

